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Remarks 

The non-final Office Action mailed Febraary 23, 2006 rejected claims 1-5. 7-8, 1 1-12, 
17,19, 30 and 32, withdrew from further consideration claims 3 1 and 33, and objected to claims 
6,9-10, 13-14, 16, IS.and 20-24. 

The Applicant has hereinabove amended the language of claims 1, 2, 10 and 1 1, and 
cancelled without prejudice claims 9, 16, 31 and 33. 

Lidependent claim 1 now generally features an actuator comprising voice coil 
configured to provide a voltage to the position detector that includes a back-electromotive force 
component indicative of a movement of the voice coil across a magnetic field " Siqpport for this 
amendment includes the language of cancelled claim 9. Dependent claims 2 and 10 have been 
amended to better conform to amended claim 1. 

Independent claim 1 1 now generally features a step of ^generating a digital indication of 
a position of a transducer prior to the spinning up step in relation to an actuator motion pattern 
determined in relation to the applying step qnd a back electromotive force measured across a 
voice coil " Support for this amendment includes the langxiage of cancelled claim 16. 

It is believed tibiat these amendments are proper, do not introduce new matter and serve to 
place the application in immediate condition for allowance. 

Election/Restrictfon 

Claims 3 1 and 33 were withdrawn fiom further consideration as being drawn to a non- 
elected species. As noted above, these claims have been cancelled without prejudice, thereby 
obviating this withdrawal. 
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Rejection of C^ym Vf^d^r 35 U-S,C §lQ2(e) 

Claims 1-5, 7-8, 11-12, 17, 19, 30 and 32 were rejected as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,876,510 to Teng ("Teng '510")- This rejection is respectfully traversed. The 
Applicant notes that due to the provisions of §103(c), Teng '510 is not available for 
consideration as prior art to the present application nnder § 103(a), 

With regard to independent claim 1, Tei^ '510 at least fails to disclose ''wherein the 
actuator comprises a voice coil configured to provide a voltage to the position detector that 
includes a back-electromotive force component indicative of a movement of the voice coil across 
a magnetic field. " Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claim 1, and for the 
claims depending therefronu are respectfully requested on this basis. 

With regard to independent claim 1 1, Teng '5 10 at least fails to disclose 'generating a 
digital indication of a position of a transducer prior to the spinning Up step in relation to an 
actuator motion pattern determined in relation to the applying step and a back electromotive 
force measured across a voice coil " Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claim 
1 1, as well as for the claims depending therefrom, are respectfully requested on this basis. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 34-36 were allowed, and claims 6, 9-10, 13-14, 16, 18 and 20-24 wctc deemed 
allowable if rewritten into independent form. The Applicant gratefully acknowledges this 
indication of allowable subject matter, and appreciates the diligent efforts made by the Examiner 
during the prosecution of this case. It is now believed that all of the pending claims are in proper 
condition for allowance. 
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Upon allowance of the case, the Applicant requests that claim 30 be advanced in 
sequence so as to appear with the other claims depending from base claim 1 . 



This is intended to be a complete response to the non-final Office Action mailed February 
23, 2006. The AppUcant respectfiilly requests reconsideration and allowance of all of the 
pending claims. 

Should any questions arise conceming this response, the Examiner is invited to contact 
the below signed Attoiney. 



Co^pIttsi<^n 




Respectfully Submitted, 



Mitchell K. McCarthy, Registration T<oJ 38,794 
Fellers, Snider, Blankenship, Bailey and Tippens 
100 N. Broadway, Suite 1700 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102 
Telephone: (405) 232-0621 
Facsimile: (405) 232-9659 
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